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Tubercnlous Infection in ChUdren.-Antir uf. Hescbe (Dcl,ch 
” '?■ 1913. wxix. 432) reporta an interesting i.n^tigat „ to 

; etennme the percentage of tubercnlous infection in children ™„" 
u V JlT fr °"! ,ht ' " H ' scnUT 'C. bronchial, and cervical glands of 
J,, " coming to autopsy was injected into guinea-pics and 

ral»b.t.s, and the results studied and followed out. In 2S of tluse 
j iddren tuberculoses ",Ls the cause of death. In I I i, was discovered 
.tent at autopsy. In 10 cases only "latent bacilli” were found in’ 

the nT'Ihil'lr K T,' lu >Cr<;ulous inft-ction was proved in .’,2 of 
' hlldr ™\ 7 ! C P l ' rct ‘ nta K e of infection rose proportionately 

iu.I, the age period, from one to fifteen years. I„ ,h c greater per- 
lantage of lymphatic tuberculosis the condition was found widespread 
and general throughout the body. In J.ii of the positive case!, the 
bacillus was found to be of the human type, proving that the greater 

brinVlif ■! , "ca TC " h" S , C,li ! ,,rcn tl ‘>- infection from human 

Hungs In .! cases the bovine type of bacillus was isolated, and I 
tasc showed both the human and bovine tvpc. This investigation 
was made in the city of Christiania, and apparently shows that from 

aVdMTalan™ KS ^ . .. — 

incubation period m an epidemic of anterior poliomyelitis in Sweden 
lie also attempted to trace the method of infection,"cspeciallv in two 
['l " ? 1 c '? se| y assiicmted m which (i children were afflicted". From 
Ins sines of cases Sclioug determines the average period of incubation 
to be about four days. As the infectious element exists in the Ido,,' 
as well as m the secretion from mucous membranes, the transmission 
of the disease is made possible through blood-sucking insects as well 

IT, ; ,r hIr^nT,mi V "* W^riSSiS 

i »." tHlen a large nunilier of cast's occur in winter, when the stimrine 
!• 13 not m e'idence. To accuse the fly, therefore, one would haw 
minr,Ti’ l‘ :r t" 8 , . ncub “ t, '< m l*"™ 1 - His inv<suigations do not 
norVl -, b ““ " SUck T 8 , ! nse !" ts for tlle dissemination of the disease 
nor did it seem probable that tile horse-fly could have caused the 



PEDIATRICS 


021 


infection of such a large number of people in two families, from the 
original case afflicted with that disease. It seems much more likely 
that the infectious secretions of the nose and mouth from the original 
case directly or indirectly infected the other members of the families. 

Effect on the Child of Salvarsan given to the Syphilitic Mother.— 

Marie Holth ( Dcutsch . med. U'uch., 1913, xxxix, 462) reports 9 cases 
in which pregnant women with syphilis were given salvarsan with 
most beneficial effect on the subsequent condition of the children. 
In only 2 of these cases were there any syphilitic symptoms in the 
children, who were under obesrvation from ten weeks to one year 
after birth. The majority of these women received the treatment 
during pregnancy. Some had given birth during the previous two 
years to syphilitic infants. In 7 of the cases no syphilitic symptoms 
developed in the child. One woman was given the treatment while 
nursing a congenitally syphilitic child. Through the mother’s milk 
the child received the benefit of the treatment also, and the syphilitic 
signs disappeared ami it developed normally. These cas<*s show that 
this treatment of the mother or the prospective mother exerts a very 
favorable influence on the vitality and development of the child. 

The Mental Defective and Society.— William Leland Stowell 
(Archives of Pediatrics, 1913, xxx, 203), after describing the condition 
known as defective or feeble-minded, gives the number of feeble-minded 
individuals in the United States as more than 300,000. In New York 
State there are 30,000, of which less than 4000 are in institutions. 
Special classes for defective children, separating the abnormal from 
the normal and giving them work according to their needs, is primarily 
approved of. The practical outcome of this fine work is criticised 
because a subnormal child should be in an institution all the time, not 
a public school a short time. Scarcely one-tenth of the children ever 
rise to the normal grades. All feeble-minded individuals should be 
segregated in public or private institutions. This applies especially 
to feeble-minded girls and women because of their lack of moral 
force. In 300 families containing mental defectives there were 2013 
children born, 434 of which were defective and 1G0 criminal or pauper. 
Statistics are abundant and experience the same everywhere. In 
several homes for prostitutes as high as one-third were found to be 
feeble-minded. The possibility of procreation is the most vital factor 
in the large class of feeble-minded. Feeblemindedness is an incurable 
condition, not a disease. Out of .‘141 patients discharged from an 
institution, S5.5 per cent, were subsequently found to be absolutely 
useless, and should havebeen taken careof for life. Preventive measures 
in the form of sterilization for all feeble-minded not segregated should 
be required by law, to avoid the multiplication of this unfortunate 
class. 

Practical Points in the Management of Breast Feeding.— Eric 
Pritchard (Archives of Pediatrics, 1913, xxx, 164) deprecates the 
lack of attention and study given to breast feeding by pediatrists and 
obstetricians. He calls attention to the common mistakes made in 
the management of breast-feeding, especially during the first weeks 
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of lift*. I- srst and most serious of mistakes is to give the infant the 
usual dose of castor oil. The meconium supplied by nature acts a 
an intestinal lubricant and offers sufficient stimulus to the nerve 
centres regulating defecation. Castor oil overstimulates these nerve 
centres, dislocating their automatic functions. The delicate epithelial 
lining of the intestinal canal is injured by the oil, which sweeps out 
the meconium and tears off shreds of mucous membrane. Meconium 
is so important to the bowel that where it is deficient Pritchard replaces 
it by petroleum emulsion, the best substitute known to him. It is 
protective, lubricant, and soothing. The incidence of thrush in infants 
is often due to loss of epithelium from cleansing the mouth of the 
infant with a clean rag to render it aseptic. Preserving the continuin' 
of. the epithelium will keep the mouth more healthy than cleansing 
with a linen rag. Another point of greatest importance is the manage¬ 
ment of the number of feedings. Pritchard claims better results 
from three- or four-hour intervals between feedings than from the 
usual method of two-hour intervals. This gives a long interval of 
rest between feedings. If the quantity of breast milk is insufficient 
for this long interval it should be supplemented by a feeding of appro¬ 
priate food immediately after the breast. Pritchard voices a distrust 
of the caloric method of infant feeding. The quantity of food should 
be estimated by a “ test feed, ” anil if below tile normal standard a 
supplementary feeding should be begun. A “test feed” consists of 
weighing an infant three hours after its last breast feeding, then putting 
it to the breast for a regular feeding, and weighing the child imme¬ 
diately afterward to determine the quantity of food taken. Infants 
too often do not obtain progressively larger quantities of milk ns they 
grow older. The supply of breast milk will varv with the hygienic 
environment of the child. The “test feed” applied systematicallv 
shows that London children at least secure an amount of breast milk 
enormously below the usually accepted estimates. This suggests modi- 
fications in the method of breast feeding and of artificial feeding 
All infant requires time to learn to digest a new food. New foods there¬ 
fore should be given at first in very small amounts or in a predigested 


Some Cases of Jaundice in Childhood—F. .1. Pov.vrox (British 
■lour. Child. Diseases, 1913, x, 145) discusses several types of jaundice 
occurring in infancy in which diagnosis is difficult. He cited 3 cases 
111 which the jaundice appeared during the first four days of life, 
these cases showed moderate jaundice, liver enlarged, but'not hard 
Stools white and undigested, but no enlargement of the spleen At 
times bile appeared slightly in the stools and the jaundice and the 
size of the liver diminished slightly. These cases recovered graduallv 
in from seven to twelve months. They were never breast fed. They 
are clearly obstructive cases, and not of the same nature as acholuric 
jaundice or icterus neonatorum. Poymon suggests an unusuallv 
viscid bile as a possible cause. The treatment and feeding of these 
cases is difficult. Fats are not tolerated and nutrition is diminished 
J-oods used successfully by Poymon include malted milk, Walker- 
(.Tordon modified milk with low fats, raw meat juice, and branch 
Among drugs the most serviceable were small doses of gray powder. 
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and bicarbonate and salicylate of soda. The second type of jaundice 
is known as congenital, family, periodic jaundice in which the disease 
runs in families and shows an acholuric jaundice with enlargement of 
the liver and spleen, and anemia of varying degree. The blood shows 
fragility and reticulation of the ml cells. Jaundice may disappear 
temporarily with thcwdevelopment of grave anemia and a large, hard 
spleen. Severe recurrent pain over the spleen and epigastrium is 
rather characteristic. The thin! type of jaundice is syphilitic in 
origin. Three cases are reported in children, aged seven, nine, ami 
ten years. There was a history of “fits” or epileptiform attacks in 
all of them. The first two cases haul enlarged livers with intense jaun¬ 
dice and bile in the urine, and ascites. They developed chronic menin¬ 
gitis anal succumbed. Both showed parenchymatous changes in the 
liver and endarteritis. The third case developed jaundice, pale stools, 
and enlarged liver, but on antisyphilitic treatment recovered and 
ultimately developed fairly well mentally and physically. The Wasser- 
mann reaction should be of assistance in diagnosticating this type. 
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Nervous Sequela of the Artificial Menopause. —A considerable 
series of clinical investigations have been carried out by Mosbachek 
and Meyer (Mortatschr. f. Grb. u. Gyn., 1913, xxxvii, 337) to determine 
if the nervous phenomena, which are commonly supi>osed to follow 
the artificial menopause, have a basis in demonstrable physical 
changes in the organism. One of their chief lines of investigation was 
to determine if the theories of Sehickelc (recently discussed in this 
department) with regard to the blood-pressure reducing action of the 
internal secretion of the ovary could be demonstrated clinically. For 
this purpose they have tested before and at varying periods after 
operation the blood pressure of 07 women who were subjected to 
double oophorectomy, considering a rise or fall to have taken place 
only when the readings varied by 10 mm. or more —Sahli instruments. 
They found after operation a rise in 13 and a fall in 17 cases; in 7 of 
the former anil in 9 of the latter marked nervous disturbances were 
present; in the other patients these were lacking. Mosbacher and 
Meyer conclude, therefore, that the blood pressure cannot be con¬ 
sidered in any way dependent upon the presence or absence of ovarian 
secretion, nor can the occurrence of nervous phenomena be considered 
a result of blood-pressure changes; they have thus been entirely unable 
to confirm clinically Schickelc’s physiological experiments, or to 
demonstrate such an antagonism between the ovarian and adrenal 
secretions as he believed to exist. Tests directed to ascertaining 



